AST Thursday, we (Ming Pao) published an
exclusive report revealing the existence of
Chief

L

Executive-elect Leung Chun-ying's home. Since

unauthorised building works in

then, some media groups and individuals have made
some totally ungrounded comments on what we have
done, thus damaging our credibility. This is a very
serious matter, and our answer to their comments is
as follows.

First, last Friday (June 22),
Economic Journal, allegedly quoting "highly reliable

the Hong Kong

sources", said while we were still looking into the case
of illegal structures in Leung's home, our editor in
chief "got in touch with the office of the Chief
Executive-elect and made some verbal inquiries
about the matter, which had the effect of 'a friendly
reminder'. Consequently, the next day, when Ming
Pao's reporters began a formal inquiry, Leung had
already had the illegal structure dismantled." This
implies that our editor in chief was
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Nothing But the Truth

and is a reflection on his character and professional
ethics.

The next day (June 23), the Hong Kong Economic
Journal carried another report of a similar nature,
alleging further that "as early as half a year ago, when
the race for Chief Executive was still in its early stage,
(Ming Pao) knew about the illegal structures in
Leung's home. Why did they not launch a report into
the matter, as they did with the illegal structures in
Henry Tang Ying-yen's home?" The implication is that
we purposely withheld information in order to
influence the results of the Chief Executive election.

Our editor in chief believes that the two reports
carried by the Hong Kong Economic Journal do not
agree with the facts, and constitute a libel against him
as well as Ming Pao. So, last Saturday, our lawyers
wrote to the Hong Kong Economic Journal to the
effect that they should apologise, retract their
allegations, and undertake not to publish similar

articles again, or we will consider suing them for libel.
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When considering the telephone conversation
about the matter between Leung and our editor in
chief, the most important pointis who made the call. In
our announcement
Journal out in

Fabricates Stories", we point

terms that "late at night on Tuesday

(June 19), someone from the office of the Chief

Executive-elect called our editor in chief, and asked if
our reporters were to launch a report into the
unauthorised building works in Leung's home.
Thereupon our editor in chief asked if such works
existed".

Yesterday, Leung said he "agreed with Ming Pao's

announcement". So there can be no doubt that it was

Leung's office that took the initiative in calling our

editorin chief.

As regards the existence of illegal structures in
Leung's home, we started looking into the matter as
early as May 2011, but no discoveries were made till
June 15 this year, when Wang Yang, Secretary of the

"“The Hong Kong Economic

Guangdong Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, visited Leung at his home. Our colleagues
covering the visit took some photographs, in which we
found a glass enclosure we suspected to be an illegal
structure. After comparing the photographs with the
approved building plans of the property and after
consulting some experts, we finally got useful clues to
the existence of illegal structures in Leung's home.

In that last year we purposely withheld
information about the illegal structures in Leung's
home in order to influence the results of the Chief
Executive election, the Hong Kong Economic Journal
is obviously ignorant of what constitutes responsible
journalism.

Finally, we would like to reiterate Ming Pao's belief
in independence, objectivity, justice, and fairness.
And we will continue to play the part of a watchdog as

bestas we can.

<E. » =®iE english.mingpao.com/critic.htm}

TEER REEE

MEH » BB KRR [RE CUH)) /BN
% 0 L BN EEBCEA ARG > O
LEn] LUffEE ©

WK BHIA BB MRS A R A FLR 2011
FSACKTER H-HmiER - HFl6eJ15H -
R 2R EFE RS TR PR [F S ER
— LBy 0 BRI —E BE DL PR A A BB - ACBLAR v
li] B0 LU 3 SRR B B A AT o AR TR R A
MIEVIARER ©

AR ) ARG I /R AS By H &8 i e 2 i
P HRGE > ARl 5 g S A R U R At A AR A AN
SRITE fige ) T A RS AT !

FA P — W EE R o (R ) S &
B~ ANIE S TR RN SO B A e

lossary

tip off

If you tip somebody off, you warn them
about something that is going to happen so
that they can prepare for it.

unequivocal /anr'kwivakl/
expressing your opinion or intention very
clearly and firmly

insinuate /in'sinjuelt/
to suggest indirectly
unpleasant is true

that something




